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ARTICLE I - NAME AND PURPOSE
SECTION 1:
NAME
This chapter shall be called the South Houston Bass Club.

SECTION 2:
PURPOSE
- To be classified as a Fraternal Order of bass fishermen who enjoy the camaraderie,         fellowship and fishermen in the club to excel at this great sport. (WB-2018) 

-To stimulate public awareness of bass fishing as a major sport.  

-To offer our State Conservation Department our organized moral and political support and encouragement to promote full adherence to all conservation codes and to demand adequate water standards and legal enforcement of existing regulatory standards.  

-To detect and report any polluter and call public and political attention to his crime.

-To improve our skills as bass anglers through a fellowship of friendly exchange of expert bass catching techniques and ideas, and to promote and encourage youth fishing and a love for this great recreation.

-To function as a dynamic and effective link with other chapters embracing the principles and purpose of bass angling.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1: NUMBER OF MEMBERS
The membership shall not exceed thirty-six (36) members and there will be a waiting list after 36 members are in the club.

SECTION 2: CLASSES OF MEMBERS
The organization shall have three (3) classes of members.  The designation of such classes and qualifications and rights of such classes and the members shall be described as follows:

A. Regular Members – When a person makes application to join the South Houston Bass Club, they will be voted on as a probationary member only. The applicant will continue in a probationary status for a period of up to 4 months and after participating in at least 2 monthly meetings and 2 monthly tournaments during this 4 month period they will once again be voted on to become a permanent member. During this probationary time the member’s accumulated fishing points will be counted towards the year end totals and the probationary member will be required to pay monthly dues as everyone else does.(WB 2015)
When the probationary member is to be voted in as a permanent member it will be done   by a write-in vote only; Yes or No. (WB-2018)

B.
Honorary Members - Any person who has contributed to promoting the purpose of this group and who is so elected by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the regular members of this club.

C.
Charter Members - The first twenty (20) members of the South Houston Bass Club shall be charter members of this organization.

SECTION 3: REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP
To become a chapter member, a person shall:

A.
Voluntarily express a genuine interest in membership.

B.
Be recommended by a member at a regular meeting.

C.
Be voted on by the membership present. An affirmative vote must be majority by the members present.

D.
Full membership shall then be awarded and membership credentials presented.

F.
Boat owner ratio of two (2) boat owners to one (l) non-boat owner will apply to membership.

G.
Applicants must be at least eighteen (18) years of age unless a relative is in the club as an active member and only then can the age limit be dropped to sixteen (16) years of age.

SECTION 4: ELIGIBILITY OF VOTE
Each member shall be entitled to one (1) vote of each matter submitted to a vote of the members. Proxy votes are not permitted.

SECTION 5: MEMBERSHIP DUES
The membership dues shall be $15.00 per month and will be payable when voted in the club.  There is also an initiation fee of $45.00, and will be divided as follows: $15.00 will go as initiation fee and the remaining $30.00 will go for your first (2) months dues.  Total amount needed for membership is $45.00. The board of directors may determine from time to time, the amount of initiation fee, if any, and the monthly dues payable to the club by its members.  Any club affiliation dues will be collected separately.

SECTION 6: LEAVE OF ABSENCE
A leave of absence will be granted upon request, for a period of not more than one (1) year.  There will be no dues, nor any participation in any club activities until reinstated. After one (1) year, an initiation fee must be paid for re-instatement into the club. No member will be granted a leave unless his dues are current through the date of requesting the leave of absence.

A leave of absence shall be granted for a period of at least six (6) months.  If a member chooses to return before the six month period has expired, the member shall be required to pay the club the monthly dues for the entire period.

ARTICLE III- MEETINGS OF MEMBERS
SECTION 1: MONTHLY MEETINGS
The monthly meetings of the South Houston Bass Club will be on the first Monday of each month except Holidays.

SECTION 2: ANNUAL MEETINGS
An annual meeting of the members shall be held at the regular meeting in the month of December.  This is for the purpose of electing officers and making any necessary changes in the By-Laws, or any other business as necessary

SECTION 3: QUORUM

A quorum shall consist of one Board member more than half (1/2) of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, ELECTIONS, VACANCIES AND

ELIGIBILITY
SECTION 1: OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES






A.
PRESIDENT - Preside over all meetings and conduct all official business.  Appoint and direct all committee functions.  Supervise all club functions, and insure an up-to-date set of records.

B. 
VICE-PRESIDENT - Assist the President in his duties and preside in the absence of the President.  He will keep and maintain the club scrapbook.

C.
SECRETARY - Maintain accurate minutes of all meetings.

D.
TREASURER - Maintain accurate financial records and report the same at each meeting. Collect monthly dues.

F.
TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR - Maintain accurate records of all tournament results and provide each member a copy of the monthly standings.

SECTION 2: ELECTIONS

The election of officers shall be held annually at a regular meeting during the month of December.   Election shall be by simple majority of the members present.  Election for each office shall be held separately in the order listed in ARTICLE IV, SECTION 1.

1. You must be current on your dues and have attended a minimum of 2 meetings in order to vote at the annual meeting.(RF-2018)

SECTION 3: TERM OF OFFICE

The term of office shall be one (1) year, which shall begin January 1st, and end on the last meeting day in the month of December or until the successor assumes office.

SECTION 4: VACANCIES

In the event of an office becoming vacant, nominations shall be asked and an election will be held by club membership to fill the unexpired term of the office vacated.

ARTICLE V - REMOVAL OF MEMBERSHIP
SECTION 1: REMOVAL OF MEMBERSHIP

A member may be dropped from the membership roll if for any reason that the members present feel it is valid and that there is a two-thirds (66.7%) affirmative vote of the quorum present.

ARTICLE VI- BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SECTION 1: GENERAL POWERS

The affairs and business of the organization shall be managed by its Board of Directors under the provisions of these By-Laws.

SECTION 2: NUMBER, TENURE AND QUALIFICATIONS

The Board of Directors shall consist of eight (8) members [Five(5) officers and three(3) Board Members].  Each Director shall hold office until his term has expired and his successor shall have been elected and qualified.  The past President will serve as a Board Member and be counted as a Board Member, unless he is elected to another office.

SECTION 3: MEETINGS

The Board of Directors may meet only as they feel that there is a need, and they must have a quorum present.  Any Board Member may request such a meeting.

           All Board meetings be announced to membership so that membership can attend if so

          desired.(LH-2018)

SECTION 4: QUORUM

A quorum shall consist of one (1) member more than half (1/2) of the total membership of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII- FISCAL YEAR
SECTION 1: FISCAL YEAR

The fiscal year of the organization shall begin the first day of January and end the last day of December in each year.

ARTICLE VIII- SEAL
SECTION 1: SEAL

The Board of Directors shall provide an official seal, which shall be in the form of a circle and shall have inscribed thereon the name of the organization, South Houston Bass Club.
ARTICLE IX - METHOD OF AMENDING THE BY-LAWS
SECTION 1: METHOD OF AMENDING THE BY-LAWS

The By-Laws of this organization may be amended at any annual meeting by a vote of two-thirds (66.7%) of a quorum present at such meeting, provided that notice of the proposed amendment has been presented to the membership at least one regular meeting prior to the vote. Revised 12/2008

A copy of all amendments will be sent via e-mail with changes to all members.(LH-2018)
ARTICLE X - AUTHORITY OF THE BY-LAWS
SECTION 1: AUTHORITY OF THE BY-LAWS

These By-Laws heretofore stated are hereby adopted and enacted as the By-Laws of the South Houston Bass Club and such By-Laws shall be treated and considered as a new original comprehensive set of By-Laws which shall supersede all other general and permanent rules.  These By-Laws were passed and adopted by this organization on December 6, 1993.

Rev. 12/2018
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